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A positive suggestion in the form of a question,
"Do you want to cut something out now?"
stimulated the children's activity more than the statement
"We are going to cut something out now."
The appeal to one form of competition,
"Look at the man that------drew.   Can you draw a man as well
as that?"
elicited less response, especially with the younger children,
than the simple command,
"Draw another ball/'
This detailed description of the procedure used in an
experimental investigation may be supplemented by innu-
merable illustrations of effective instruction in the nursery
school.34 Guidance through instruction is most effective
when it is given in connection with specific learning situa-
tions. Its function is to point out, or, better still, to-help
the child discover for himself better ways of doing things.
At lunchtime, for instance, the Teacher stays with the newly
appointed child housekeepers the first day to offer
such suggestions as are necessary to keep the cups and food clean,
to avoid spilling the orange juice, and to get the work done as
speedily and with as few accidents as possible.35
When naptime comes, the teacher may remark to a restless
or noisy child, "It is time to go to sleep," or "You are
disturbing------," or "Can you put yourself to sleep today?'*
In play situations the teacher may encourage a child to talk
with others by listening attentively to his questions and con-
versation, asking another child to answer some of the ques-
tions, making it necessary for him to ask for the things he
wants, A shy, reticent child may be encouraged to talk
more by asking him leading questions, such as
3* A Manual of Nursery School Practice by Iowa Child Welfare Research
Station.   Iowa City, Iowa: University of Iowa, 1934.
id., p. 36.